Presentation

CONVERGENCE OF CULTURES

The Convergence of Cultures is an organism which forms part of the Humanist Movement. The Movement first appeared on the 4th of May 1969, with a public presentation by its founder, Silo, known as "the Healing of Suffering.
The Humanist Movement is based on the current of thought known as New Humanism, or Universalist Humanism. This current can be found expressed in Silo's works and in those of the diverse authors who are inspired by it.

This current of thought, which also implies a sentiment and a way of life, takes shape in multiple fields of human endeavor, giving rise to diverse organisms and action fronts. All of them are applied to their specific fields of activity with a common aim: to Humanize the Earth, thereby contributing to increased liberty and happiness in human beings. Other organisms to emerge from the Humanist Movement are the Humanist Party, the Community for Human Development, World without Wars and without Violence and the World Center of Humanist Studies.

Why is the Convergence of Cultures necessary today?

In present day society the coexistence between different cultures is a daily fact. But the extraordinary thing in this historical moment is that it is a moment of planetarization in which all cultures mutually approach and influence each other, as never before.
We are not speaking only about the fact that today people all over the world can be in contact thanks to the advancements of communication technology. But rather, apart from the historical accumulation of phenomena such as colonialism and imperialism, the enormous inequality in the living conditions and of survival in different areas of the world and the resulting massive migration, the multiculturality exists in the interior of territories that are still considered as  “national states.”

It is important to distinguish between this process of growing planetarization and globalization. Widely spoken of globalization is nothing more than the traditional behavior launched by imperial centers as has occurred repeatedly in history. These empires are established, and they develop making other peoples revolve around their imposed languages, their customs, clothing, food and their codes. Finally, these imperialist structures end up generating violence and chaos as a product of their naive abuse and cultural confrontation.
What is crucial is the encounter and dialogue between human beings of different cultures who can look at each other and say: “I exist because you exist.”

Nevertheless the intention to appropriate the whole by a minority and the intolerant proposals of some leaders that take advantage of the lack of future of individuals and peoples, continues to justify and feed the clash between cultures, discrimination and violence.

Today, what is needed is the creation of ambits that can rescue every culture's ideas, beliefs and humanist attitudes, which beyond their differences, is found in the heart of different peoples and individuals.

When we refer to the humanist attitude, we are referring to the following six points:

1. Placing the human being as the central value and preoccupation.

2. Affirming the equality of all human beings.

3. Recognizing personal and cultural diversity.

4. The tendency to develop knowledge above what is accepted or imposed as an absolute truth.

5. Affirming liberty of ideas and beliefs.

6. The repudiation of violence.

It’s possible to recover these elements in the history, thinking and spirituality of each culture. But more than yearning for a nostalgic return to a golden past, these point are nurture the best future aspirations and represent the point of possible convergence  between the most diverse cultures.

What does the Convergence of Cultures propose?

a)
To facilitate and stimulate dialogue between different cultures.

b)
To struggle against discrimination and violence

c) 
To disseminate its ideas and activities
The Convergence of Cultures is an organization with an international character; in this sense its members, independently of the place in which they act, feel part of a single humanizing worldwide action which is expressed in diverse yet convergent ways. 
Participation is open to any person, without discrimination. Any person who coincides with the basic objectives of Convergence of Cultures may be integrated into the organization, joining as a full member or as an adherent. It is a grassroots  organization where each one is responsible for what they promote and build. 
The relationships and personal and group behaviour are based on the Golden Rule: “Treat others as you wish to be treated.”




